Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 NICOSI 00546 281636Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-01 
INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 
USIA-06 HA-05 IO-13 SSM-03 /092 W 

064049 010034Z/63 

R 281510Z FEB 78 
FM AMEMBASSY NICOSIA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7345 
INFO AMEMBASSY ANKARA 
AMEMBASSY ATHENS 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE NICOSIA 0546 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PGOV, PEPR, CY, EG, US 

SUBJECT: WELCOME REPRIEVE FROM CRITICISM OF U.S. IN CYPRIOT PRESS 
REF: (A) NICOSIA 526; (B) NICOSIA 1482 

1 . TREATMENT OF PRESIDENT CARTER'S MESSAGE TO SADAT 
ON LARNACA INCIDENT WAS MUTED IN GREEK CYPRIOT 
PRESS FEB 28. WHILE SEVERAL PAPERS REPORTED TELEPHONE 
CONVERSATION ON THE SUBJECT BETWEEN SECRETARY VANCE 
AND PRESIDENT KYPRIANOU. THEY CHOSE TO INTERPRET IT 
FAVORABLY, FROMOC POINT OF VIEW, AS INDICATION U.S. 

MIGHT UNDERTAKE MEDIATORY ROLE IN RESTORING CYPRIOT- 
EGYPTIAN RELATIONS. RIGHT-WING MAKHI COMMENTED THAT 
TELEPHONE CONVERSATION HELPED TO DISPEL SHADOWS OVER 
CYPRUS-AMERICAN RELATIONS. ONLY COMMUNIST HARAVGHI 
WAS CRITICAL, SAYING PRESNDENT CARTER'S MES- 
SAGE TO SADAT WAS "HOSTILE" TO CYPRUS, MR. VANCE’S 
TELEPHONE CALL NOTWITHSTANDING. 

2. NEITHER GREEK CYPRIOT NOR TURKISH-CYPRIOT PRESS 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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PAGE 02 NICOSI 00546 281636Z 

CARRIED OR COMMENTED ON WIRE SERVICE STORIES ON 
AMBASSADOR-DESIGNATE STONE'S CONFIRMATION HEARING. 

3. COMMENT: GENERALLY FAVORABLE TREATMENT GIVEN 

BY GREEK CYPRIOT PRESS TO VANCE-KYPRIANOU CONVERSATION 
AND GREATLY REDUCED MYITICISM OF U.S. OVER CARTER- 
SADAT MESSAGE REFLECT STRONG EFFORTS BY GOC TO LIMIT 
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THE DAMAGE. HOPE THAT U.S. MIGHT ASSIST IN MENDING 
RELATIONS WITH EGYPT IS PROBABLY AN IMPORTANT FACTOR 
IN GOC ATTITUDE. END COMMENT. 

CRAWFORDT 
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